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2ho secretary of State presents his compliments 


to His Excellency the Ambassador of the Union of 


Soviet Socialist Republics and ha3 the honor to 


state the following: 


The Government of the United States views with 


utmost seriousness the continuing deterioration of the 


•situation in Laos* Tills concern was expressed • recently 


‘by both Ambassador ICohlor to -Foreign Minister Gromyko 

i 

i * 

and by the Secretary of State to the Soviet Ambassador. 


Regrettably the Government of the United States 


feels compelled once again to call the ' attention of the 

* • * * 

• . 

Government of the Soviet Union to the situation in Laos* 

* 

% * 

On the morning of February 25* 196^* Rathe t Lao forces 

« • 

• * . ' 
i» 

attacked Fhou Khe in the • Xieng Khouangf. area near the 

i *. * 

• • ■ 

plair.e des Jarre a, in violation of the 'cease-fire. She 

• • 

i »• 

'l 

Prime Minister of Laos* Prince Souvanna Phouma* has 

»* 

I 

^eouested that the International Control Coamission 

“*■ ‘ \ . 

* 

I 

use all means at its disposal to improve the deteriorating 
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situation caused “by this*, violation, 


* ✓ 


£hls latest incident follows upon raost flagrant 

* 

* m 

violations of the cease-fire by Pathot Lao forces sup- 

» ♦ » 

ported by North Vietnamese troops in the general area 
* . *» . 

of Na Kay and Nhoanarath last January. ; Cn January 16 , 

* . I 

2 .$ 6 !tj the Prime Minister of Laos appealed to the Inter- 

national Control. Commission to Investigate these viola- 

I • 

tions. Subsequently, he' made a parallel appeal to the 

« ^ ’ 

.British and soviet Co-Chairmen and specifically 

- requested that they appeal to the North Vietnamese 
;• 

authorities to withdraw.’ their troops from Laos. Nextner 

4 

I . I 

■' of these appeals, to the Co-Chairmen or to the Interna- 
tional Control Commission, has resulted in positive 
action to date* 




to 


iese developments- demonstrate bias apparent failure 

1 , f 

employ the machinery-provided by the Geneva Agreements 

* »' 

I . 

m 

to ensure the effective implementation of the Agreements. 

I • 

■ ♦ ■ 

♦ 

Inis failure is of particular concern to the Government 

. * • 

i 

* * 

f the United States in view of, the significance it 

• « ♦ / ‘ • 

f 

attached to the Geneva Settlement in 1962, as a step 


or 


.* 
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towards alleviating international tensions, and 


the continuing support which the United States 


has given to that settlement. The Government of the 


Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, as Co-Chairman 


of the Geneva Conference, has a special; responsibility 


to "exercise supervision 1 over the observance of this 


Protocol and the Declaration on the Neutrality of 


«L»aos . 


In view of the present situation in Laos it is 


nov: all the more important for the International 


Control Commission to be able freely and fully to 


• discharge its responsibilities under the Geneva 


Agreements. The Government of the United States 


continues to hope that the Government of the Soviet 


Union will use its influence to see to.it that the 


;;cr.cva Settlement is preserved. 


Department of State, 


7S7 Averoll Harricaa 


Washington, February 29, 1964... ... . 
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